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In ISIR-15 several presentations brought up an important observation that inventory management research has mainly focused on specific inventory control issues and not enough on managerial and organizational aspects. It has also been noticed that many sophisticated methods and techniques developed by researchers have not been implemented by practitioners. A question arises whether the solutions provided by the academia are not seen sufficiently relevant for the practicing managers’ purposes or that their implementation in organizations is too complicated. Therefore, it would be important to study what managerial, organizational, and implementation approaches would improve the adoption into practice of theories and models developed for inventory, operations and supply chain management (IM/OM/SCM).
For this special session, researchers are invited to present scientific papers as well as working papers that address the following and related questions:
· How widely used are various inventory and operations management techniques?
· What restricts the use of models and techniques in practice?
· How to facilitate the adoption of theories and models in practice?
· What would characterize effective implementation processes of models and techniques?
· How current information systems utilize IM/OM/SCM –theories and methods?
· What is the effect of performance measurement and incentive systems on IM/OM/SCM practices?

In terms of research methodologies empirical case studies, action based research, and surveys would be well suited to provide answers to the practice-oriented questions, but also conceptual frameworks are needed for clarifying complex managerial and organizational phenomena.
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